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pianists often played pieces from the
classical repertory as well as improvising
on jazz tunes to suit the action on
screen. Playing in these houses certainly
had an influence on the young man’s
path as he went on to compose every-
thing ranging from Broadway musicals
to classical symphonies.

Aside from his own compositions, Gould
was a strong champion of the works of
his fellow musicians. He made definitive
recordings of the music of Ferde Grofé,
George Gershwin, Aaron Copland, and
won a Grammy for the premiere record-
ing of Charles Ives’ First Symphony with
the Chicago Symphony. The work heard
on this program, Revival, certainly
demonstrates Gould’s ability to reach
across musical boundaries by effortlessly
weaving together six spirituals. His ten-
dency towards popular music can be
heard in the orchestration as well.

I refuse to accept the view that mankind is
so tragically bound to the starless mid-
night of racism and war that the bright
daybreak of peace and brotherhood can
never become a reality... I believe that
unarmed truth and unconditional love will
have the final word. -MLK

The reemergence of the music of Joseph
de Bologne, Le Chevalier de Saint-
Georges embodies these impassioned
words of Dr. King. Falling into obscurity
for more than two hundred years after
his imprisonment during the French
Revolution, the music of this unique fig-
ure in music is finally reentering the con-
cert repertoire. The child of a wealthy
French colonial and his slave mistress,
Saint-Georges was taken from
Guadaloupe by his father to the great
capital of Paris in the hopes that he
might overcome the limitations of preju-
dice. Initially he honed his skills in fenc-
ing, a sport of the French aristocracy, to
ascend the social ladder. At the young
age of 16 he turned his attention to
music. Saint-Georges received training in
the violin and composition from the
great composers of Paris, including court
composer Jean-Baptiste Lully.

Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only
light can do that. Hate cannot drive out
hate; only love can do that. -MLK

Given this sentiment, a concert may
indeed be the finest tribute to Martin
Luther King. An inspiring leader for social
change and justice, a collection of music
reaching across different time periods,
races, and styles certainly honors the
work of this great man.

The first piece, Adolphus Hailstork’s
Celebration commissioned by JCPenney,
is a lively and brilliant concert-opener.
Hailstork, one of the great living
American composers, has made his own
unique musical language by combining
the elements of the European classical
tradition with musical imprints of the
African American culture. The result is a
sound which is new, fresh, and vital. It
gives a new voice to the symphony
orchestra and is exceptionally fitting in a
concert dedicated to the memory of Dr.
Martin Luther King. One of his earliest
compositions to receive wide-spread
attention, the piece certainly delivers the
promise of the title. Of particular note in
Hailstork’s music is his ear for unique
orchestral colors and lively and inventive
rhythms, both of which are found
throughout this piece.

I just want to do God’s will. And He’s
allowed me to go up to the mountain. And
I’ve looked over, and I’ve seen the Promised
Land. -MLK

Several of the works on this evening’s
programs are devoted to the power of
spirituality. In the first half of the
evening, Morton Gould’s Revival, a
Fantasy on Six Spirituals is one such
work. A man of many talents and inter-
ests, Gould took on every kind of musical
form of expression he could get his
hands on. During the depression the
young Gould made his living playing
piano in movie houses in New York City.
Silent movies were, perhaps, one of the
earliest intersections of popular and
“high” art in the US. Having to quickly
establish a mood as the film played, the
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a battalion of 1,000 men as the newly
formed French Republic suffered attack
by allies of the deposed French monar-
chy. Unfortunately, even Saint-Georges, a
man who had suffered the injustice of
the old government as much as anyone,
could not avoid the tyranny of the Reign
of Terror. Due to his aristocratic ties as a
musician sponsored by wealthy benefac-
tors he was imprisoned and bound for
the guillotine. He was, however, spared
and lived out the remainder of his days
in obscurity, playing with smaller com-
munity orchestras.

His undeniable skill as both a violinist
and composer are evidenced in the
Symphony Concertante Op. 13 in G
Major. Filled with dazzling solo passages
for two solo violins, it is clear that Saint-
Georges had no technical limitations in
his playing. The music fearlessly traverses
the range of the instrument making
great demands on the soloists, one of
which was certainly him when the work

His skill with swordplay translated 
effortlessly to his bow as his fame as one
of the greatest violinists spread throughout
Europe. He was invited to perform with
many of the top ensembles in Paris and
in 1771 became the director of the
orchestra Les concerts des amateurs. His
success was remarkable, particularly con-
sidering his ethnicity, but it was not
unfettered. Saint-Georges set his eye on
the prestigious post of Music Director of
the Paris Opera. He was considered the
clear favorite for the job, but was denied
the position when three of the opera
house’s most powerful divas wrote an
open protest to the queen expressing
their concerns about taking orders from
a “mulatto”. The position went unfilled, as
there were no other qualified applicants.
It was a serious blow to Saint-Georges.

Not long after this injustice, the French
Revolution brought with it the opportu-
nity for Saint-Georges to fight for equali-
ty. He took on the role of soldier and led
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Closing the program is a series of gospel
tunes rearranged for orchestra and cho-
rus. Dr. King was, unquestionably, a man
of strong faith and it carried him
through many of his greatest challenges
and triumphs. Finishing a concert dedi-
cated to his memory with gospel is cer-
tainly the most fitting of musical com-
memorations. While gospel music’s ori-
gins are in churches, the emotional
power and beauty of this music has
extended well beyond the sanctuary.
Gospel is heard in concert halls,
amphitheaters, over radios, and even in
night clubs. The music is, like Dr. King,
universal in its appeal due to its deep
conviction and emotional power.

The selections on the program range
from time-honored standards with
unclear origins to more recent songs by
composers living today. Born in a small
town near Halifax, Scotland in 1813,
Christian Bateman was a minister in
numerous churches throughout both
England and Scotland. He published a
number of hymns during his life, includ-
ing penning the words for Come,
Christians, Join to Sing. Most of his
hymns were published in a collection
titled Sacred Melodies for Children. Lisa
Ireland, Director of World Harvest Bible
College Music Department in Columbus,
Ohio, penned Thou, O Lord. Annie
Herring, composer of The Sound of the
Round, is a pianist, singer, and song-
writer from North Dakota who wrote
much of the material for the family
group 2nd Chapter of Acts. Formed with
her two youngest siblings after the loss
of their parents, the trio went on to
release several hit albums in the 1970’s
and early 80’s before retiring in 1988
with a final farewell tour. The song
Midnight Cry was penned by the broth-
ers Chuck and Greg Day in 1986 and is
perhaps their most notable success. In
2000 the song was named one of the
Top 20 Christian Songs of the Century,
assuring its place in the cannon of
gospel music. Their music is unique in its
blending of the more traditional gospel
style with the sound of country. The
songs Holy, Holy and Anthem of Praise
were penned by Richard Smallwood

was premiered in 1777. It is also easy to
understand his immense popularity
when hearing this music. Filled with style
and grace, it inspired some of the great
young composers of his time, including
Mozart, who heard Saint-Georges per-
form while trying to make his own way
in Paris. Some scholars contend that
there are several passages in Mozart’s
Symphony Concertante in E Flat for violin
and viola that are direct quotations from
Saint-Georges’ works.

Human progress is neither automatic nor
inevitable... Every step toward the goal of
justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and
struggle; the tireless exertions and passion-
ate concern of dedicated individuals. -MLK

Since its premiere, the mournful strains
of Barber’s Adagio for Strings have
become synonymous with grief. It was in
many ways an unexpected hit for the
composer. Originally the second move-
ment of his String Quartet in B Minor, he
sent it to Toscanini as Adagio for Strings
in the late 1930’s hoping the conductor
would program it on one of his national
broadcasts with the NBC Orchestra. After
initially ignoring Barber’s request,
Toscanini decided to program it and
gave its premiere on November 5, 1938
in New York. The work is slightly
rearranged from the string quartet ver-
sion, adding a fifth part for the string
basses.

It is undoubtedly Barber’s most well-
known work and one of the most recog-
nizable pieces of classical music. In 2006
polls showed that the London
Symphony Orchestras performance of
the work was the most frequently down-
loaded piece of classical music on
iTunes. Filmmakers have turned to the
Adagio for moments of intense emotion,
such as its iconic use in the film Platoon.
Others may remember its use to encap-
sulate the grief of a nation, being broad-
cast over the airwaves immediately after
the announcement of JFK’s assassination.
Its inclusion on this program, with the
evocative movements of the Deeply
Rooted Dance Theater, is an apt reminder
that the work of Dr. King did not come
without trial, sorrow, or suffering.
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tobacco factories in 1946 South Carolina
to the Woodstock Festival in 1969. The
song was even translated into Hindi and
used as a patriotic song in India in the
1980’s. Its resonance with those fighting
for equal treatment is universal and has
given voice to causes throughout the
globe. It is an ideal closing to a concert
honoring the memory of one of the true
luminaries of civil rights.

Composer John Glover has written notes
articles and online courses for the Los
Angeles Philharmonic, Glimmerglass
Opera, and Opera America. He is currently
working on an evening-length work ‘War
Music’ for ACT in San Francisco with direc-
tor Lillian Groag and is the Manager of
Artistic Operations for Music of the
Baroque in Chicago.
Program notes © John Glover, 2007

who has received numerous Grammy
and Stellar nominations and was induct-
ed into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame in
2006.

The final piece, We Shall Overcome has
been an anthem of equality for count-
less groups of people in many parts of
the world. Originally a gospel song writ-
ten by Rev. Charles Tindley in
Philadelphia, the song has gone through
numerous changes since then and only
the lyrics remain from his original ver-
sion. At some point in the mid 1900’s
Tindley’s words were combined with a
hymn from 1794 O Sanctissima. That is
the version that remains to this day and
has been sung by everyone ranging
form Pete Seeger to Joan Baez to Bruce
Springsteen. It has been sung at count-
less protests for civil rights and equality
ranging from workers striking outside of
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George Gershwin – Rhapsody in Blue,
Leon Bates, piano

Modest Mussorgsky, arranged by
Maurice Ravel – Pictures at an
Exhibition with video projection

Co-presented by the Adler Planetarium
in conjunction with the Chicago Blues
Festival

Sponsored by PricewaterhouseCoopers,
with media support from ABC7 and
WXRT 93.1FM

NEW! ¡NUEVO!  Chamber Series at the
National Museum of Mexican Art!
Friday evenings at 7:30 p.m.
Members of the Sinfonietta join with

special guests to explore the music of
Mexico.

February 1 – Guitarra with Alfonso
Ponticelli and Swing Gitan; and James
Sanders, violin.

April 25 – Regional Journeys with
Sones de Mexico; and Donald Neale,
piano.

Sponsored ComEd, an Exelon Company;
and the Nathan Cummings
Foundation

For tickets, see our Patron Services
Associates in the lobby,
call 312-236-3681 x2, or visit 
www.chicagosinfonetta.org.

Programs subject to change.

Season Sponsor: The Boeing Company

SUPPORT OUR NATION’S MOST
DIVERSE ORCHESTRA WITH A 
SUBSCRIPTION
Don’t miss another note!  
Three-show passes are available.

Concert IV – Ladies’ Choice: A
Celebration of Women in Classical
Music
March 30 at Lund Auditorium and
March 31 at Orchestra Hall
Tania León, Guest Conductor
Ellen Taaffe Zwillich – Prologue and

Variations
Augusta Holmès – Irelande, poeme sym-

phonique
Tania León – Horizons
Tania León – Kabiosile, Jade Simmons,

piano
Franz Joseph Haydn – Concerto for

Trumpet, Alison Balsom, trumpet
Chen Yi – Ge Xu (Antiphony)

Sponsored by the Chicago Foundation
for Women, Macy’s, Institute for the
Study of Women and Gender 

in the Arts and Media, Columbia College
Chicago, Today’s Chicago Woman, the
Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation, and
WFMT

Concert V – The Blues
May 11 at Lund Auditorium and May

12 at Orchestra Hall
David Baker – Shades of Blue
Larry Hoffman – Three Songs for

Bluesman and Orchestra, John Primer,
guitar
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Joyce M. Norman
Marcia A. Preston
Gwendolyn Ritchie
Marion E. Roberts
Antoinette Scott
Sharon E. Scott
Joyce Occomy Stricklin
Sheila Tucker
Audrey Tuggle
Linda Tuggle
Elizabeth Wilkins
Rita Wilson

Barbara Wright-Pryor
Aline O. Young

West Side Chapter
Dr. Lascelles Anderson,

Chair

Joan Anderson
Barbara Ballinger
Jann Beauchamp
Angela Billings
Ernest and Vanice Billups
Bruce and Faith

Bonecutter
Byron T. Broderick
Jonathan Chell
Judy Chrisman
William and Barbara

Coats
Gene Collerd
Bob and Mary Ellen

Creighton
Bill Crozier
Eleanor M. Dunn
Bernadette Freeman
Geri Freiburg
Sam Gewissenheit
Flora Green
Laurie Heckman
Carole Hohmeier

American Airlines, the official airline of the Chicago Sinfonietta.

Chicago Sinfonietta patrons are invited to enjoy a special $38 three-
course pre-or post-concert dining menu at aria.

The official hotel sponsor of the Chicago Sinfonietta.

The Chicago Sinfonietta is represented by the Silverman Group for public relations
services.

The Sinfonietta thanks Starbucks for the donation of coffee for our Lund Auditorium
concerts.

The Sinfonietta thanks Whole Foods Market for the donation of baked goods for our
Lund Auditorium concerts.

THANKS TO THE SAINTS, Volunteers for the Performing Arts. For information visit
www.saintschicago.org or call 773-529-5510

CHICAGO SINFONIETTA AMBASSADORS

Our thanks to the following Chicago Sinfonietta Ambassadors for introducing their
friends, colleagues, and associates to the Sinfonietta:

Dr. Vanice Billups
Donald Bravin

Finley C. Campbell
Jennifer Connelly

Pat Eichenold
Donna Flowers

Gladys Fuller
Doris M. Gruskin
Thomas W. Gyori
Rosemary Jack

Veronica Jenifer
Joan Kowalewski

Dick & Peg McKinley
E. Delores Register

Michael Sutko
Lois Tyson

The Chicago Sinfonietta Ambassadors program was created to recognize and
reward our loyal subscribers who spread the word about the orchestra. You can earn
free tickets, seat upgrades, and even a free additional subscription when your friends
become subscribers. Want to know more? E-mail marketing@chicagosinfonietta.org
or call 312.284.1555 to learn how you can become an Ambassador.

THE FRIENDS GROUPS OF THE CHICAGO SINFONIETTA

The Friends of the Chicago Sinfonietta is made up of three volunteer organizations -
the North, South, and West Side chapters - that promote the Sinfonietta and its mis-
sion. These groups introduce the Sinfonietta to new audiences and seek their
involvement as subscribers, attendees, contributors, and volunteers. For more
information about how you can become involved, contact the Chicago Sinfonietta at
312.236.3681.
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THE FRIENDS GROUPS OF THE CHICAGO SINFONIETTA

Debra and Richard Homa
Clifford Hunt
Linda Jacobson
Mary M. James
Hilda Kearney
Emily and Bob Kohl
Alice Kwamie
Fred and Barbara Larsen

Richard and Roberta
Raymond-Larson

Dick and Peg McKinlay
John Morrison
Adekunle and Cathy

Onayemi
Ruth Peaslee
John Putnam

Lois Reed
Janice Rhodes
Jane Shirley
Mabel D. Sims-Barnes
John Troelstrup
Charles Tupta

CHICAGOCLASSICALMUSIC.ORG

Chicago classical music lovers now have an online community to call their own.
ChicagoClassicalMusic.org, a brand new interactive website, provides an in-depth
look into Chicago’s world of classical music. The site features blogs from several top
classical organizations (including our own Executive Director, Jim Hirsch), an events
calendar, forums to discuss classical music and the arts, message boards for swapping
tickets and finding ride-shares, and much more. Plus, community members can post
their own articles and reviews.

ChicagoClassicalMusic.org is co-sponsored by the Chicago Sinfonietta, Music of the
Baroque, The Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Cedille Records, WFMT, Chicago Opera
Theater, Light Opera Works, Fulcrum Point, the Chicago Philharmonic, Chicago
Chamber Musicians, and the Grant Park Music Festival with additional support pro-
vided by the Illinois Arts Council and the Prince Fund. Become a part of an online
community designed especially for you.


