


















19Chicago Sinfonietta18 Chicago Sinfonietta

PROGRAM NOTES 

arrival as a “serious” composer rather than
a tunesmith who created infectiously bril-
liant woks of mass appeal. 

Another maverick of classical music was
Modest Mussorgsky. Like Gershwin and
Hoffman, Mussorgsky was interested in
bringing a unique musical voice to the
concert hall. Along with a group of com-
posers known collectively as “the Five”
Mussorgsky was determined to bring a
“Russian” sound to his music, often in
deliberate defiance of the traditions in
western classical music of his time. While
working jobs ranging from civil servant to
a position in the Forestry Department,
Mussorgsky pushed on with his uncon-
ventional approach to music finally find-
ing some critical success with his opera
Boris Gudonov. His success was short-
lived, however. A steep decline in his pop-
ularity followed and the composer would
only later be celebrated as having helped
to create the “Russian” sound. 

The work heard this evening, Pictures at
an Exhibition, was written to commemo-
rate the passing of a friend. Dying sud-
denly at the age of 39, the architect and
artist Victor Hartmann was given a retro-
spective showing of his works. It was
Mussorgsky’s determination to capture
the experience of walking amongst his
friend’s paintings in music. Each move-
ment captures the moods and feelings of
a different painting. In between the vivid
musical images are interludes, which cre-
ate the feeling of walking through the
gallery (such as the famous ‘Promenade’
which opens the work). 

Much like Gershwin’s Rhapsody,
Mussorgsky’s signature work has undergone
many different arrangements/ orchestra-
tions. He originally wrote the work for
solo piano in a fit of creative fervor. In a
letter to a close friend he remarked that
“sounds and ideas float in the air and my
scribbling can hardly keep up with them.”
Though written in a mere twenty days in
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Astronomical Pictures at an Exhibition is a
suite of high-definition videos that takes
viewers through a virtual gallery featuring
awe-inspiring, art-like images and science
visualizations of the cosmos as well as
Salgado’s own astronomy-inspired artwork.
As in his earlier production, Gustav Holst’s
The Planets, Dr. Salgado pays close attention
to the tone and tempo of the music, result-
ing in an experience in which the music
and visuals reinforce each other instead of
competing for the viewer’s attention.

Notes copyright John Glover 2008. 

Composer and writer John Glover writes
notes, articles, and online courses for 
organizations such as the Los Angeles
Philharmonic, Glimmerglass Opera, the
Chicago Sinfonietta, and Opera America. He
is currently working on an evening-length
work ‘War Music’ for ACT in San Francisco
with director Lillian Groag and is Associate
Dramaturg at Glimmerglass opera for the
2008 festival season. 

the winter of 1874, the work was not
published until 1886, five years after the
composer’s death. Many musicians have
created renditions of Mussorgsky’s arrest-
ing score for full orchestra, but all of them
after his passing. The most remarkable
arrangement was done in 1922 by French
composer and master orchestrator
Maurice Ravel. By far the most frequently
performed orchestration of the piece; it is
the one being heard this evening. 

In typical Chicago Sinfonietta fashion, a
performance of a favorite such as
Mussorgsky’s Pictures cannot be without a
new and different perspective. In this case,
a wholly new set of “pictures” will be
paired with this powerful music.
Astronomical Pictures at an Exhibition
directed and produced by the astronomer
José Francisco Salgado, PhD is a unique
hybrid, combining his expertise as an
astronomer with the Adler Planetarium
with his talents for graphic design. 
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THE CHICAGO SINFONIETTA’S  2008-2009 SEASON

SUBSCRIBE TODAY AND SAVE UP TO 30%!

For tickets, call 312-236-3681 x2, or visit ChicagoSinfonietta.org.

SUBSCRIPTION SERIES
Sunday, September 21, 2008 @ Dominican University, 6:00 pm
Tuesday, September 23, 2008 @ Symphony Center, 7:30 pm
We’ll open the season with the music of tango master Astor Piazzolla, featuring
bandoneon virtuoso and Grammy® winner Raul Jaurena. The concert concludes
with a dramatic performance of Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana with the Apollo Chorus
of Chicago.

Monday, November 10, 2008 @ Symphony Center, 7:30 pm
We once again partner with the Chicago Humanities Festival to explore their
theme “Think Big”, when we’ll perform two of the most groundbreaking composi-
tions in music history. You can help us decide which works to perform by voting on
our website. We’ll also perform Ottorino Respighi’s Pini di Roma with members of
the Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestras. Aaron Copland’s Fanfare for the
Common Man will round out the concert.

Sunday, January 18, 2009 @ Dominican University, 3:00 pm
Monday, January 19, 2009 @ Symphony Center, 7:30 pm
Our annual Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. will feature cellist Patrice Jackson
on Saint-Saëns’ Cello Concerto No. 1, Mahler’s Symphony No. 5, a narrative work
based on Dr. King’s 1965 Selma, Alabama speech, and the triumphant return of the
200-voice Apostolic Church of God Sanctuary Choir. 

Sunday, March 22, 2009 @ Dominican University, 2:30 pm
Monday, Mach 23, 2009 @ Symphony Center, 7:30 pm
The Sinfonietta reaches across borders and cultures when guest conductor Leslie
Dunner leads this groundbreaking event.  The ancient and beautiful Indian vocal tra-
dition Ghazal, sung by international star Kiran Ahluwalia, will be paired with the
fiery sound of Flamenco.  Cimbalom virtuoso Alex Udvary joins the orchestra lend-
ing another distinctive “voice” to the concert on Kodaly’s Hary Janos Suite.

Sunday, May 10, 2009 @ Dominican University, 2:30 pm
Monday, May 11, 2009 @ Symphony Center, 7:30 pm
We close our season in partnership with Shedd Aquarium when we present a con-
cert inspired by the oceans, lakes, and rivers, featuring the world premiere of
Aquadia by Michael Abels accompanied by a breathtaking visual presentation
created by the Shedd. Also, pianist Anton Kuerti guests on Ludwig van Beethoven’s
Piano Concerto No. 1.

THE CHAMBER SERIES AT SHEDD AQUARIUM
Friday, November 28, 2008, 7:30 pm
Friday, February 27, 2009, 7:30 pm
Thursday, April 30, 2009, 7:30 pm
We are pleased to announce the Chamber Series at Shedd Aquarium, three con-
certs exploring music inspired by the oceans, featuring ensembles from the orches-
tra, soloists, dancers, and more. All concerts will take place amid the wondrous and
ethereal beauty of the Shedd’s world famous exhibits.

THE CHICAGO SINFONIETTA’S  2008-2009 SEASON

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
Friday, August 22, 2008, 7:30 pm
The Planets at Millennium Park. 
Due to popular demand, the Chicago Sinfonietta and the Adler Planetarium will
present an encore performance of their legendary sight and sound spectacular on
Chicago’s most dramatic stage, the Jay Pritzker Pavilion of Millennium Park.
Astronomer and visual artist José Francisco Salgado’s dramatic images will accom-
pany the orchestra on Gustav Holst’s masterpiece.  This concert is free and open to
the public.

Monday, December 22, 2008 @ Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 7:30 pm
The Sinfonietta, under the baton of Chelsea Tipton, returns to the Harris for a special
Holiday  Celebration Concert for the whole family, featuring such favorites as Carol
of the Bells, Sleigh Ride, excerpts from Handel’s Messiah, and a sing-along of famil-
iar Christmas Carols featuring soprano Elizabeth Norman.

Programs subject to change.
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The Chicago Sinfonietta gratefully acknowledges the following contributors (as
of 4-23-08):
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OTHER SUPPORTERS

The Chicago Sinfonietta is supported by grants from the Illinois Department of
Commerce and Economic Opportunity; the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency; the
Wallace Foundation; the Joyce Foundation; the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs
CityArts Program, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois, the Chicago Foundation for Women;
Institute for the Study of Women and Gender in the Arts and Media, Columbia College
Chicago; PricewaterhouseCoopers; Illinois Tool Works Foundation; Macy’s; ComEd, an
Exelon Company; the Nathan Cummings Foundation; and other generous sponsors.
Special thanks for Governor Rod Blagojevich, Senate President, Emil Jones, Jr., and the
State of Illinois for their support.

American Airlines, the official airline of the Chicago Sinfonietta.  

Chicago Sinfonietta patrons are invited to enjoy a special $38 three-
course pre-or post-concert dining menu at aria.

The official hotel sponsor of the Chicago Sinfonietta.  

The Chicago Sinfonietta is represented by the Silverman Group for public relations 
services.  

The Sinfonietta thanks Starbucks for the donation of coffee for our Lund Auditorium
concerts.  

The Sinfonietta thanks Whole Foods Market for the donation of baked goods for our
Lund Auditorium concerts.

THANKS TO THE SAINTS, Volunteers for the Performing Arts.  For information visit
www.saintschicago.org or call 773-529-5510.  

CHICAGO SINFONIETTA AMBASSADORS

Our thanks to the following Chicago Sinfonietta Ambassadors for introducing their
friends, colleagues, and associates to the Sinfonietta:

Dr. Vanice Billups
Donald Bravin
Finley C. Campbell
Jennifer Connelly
Pat Eichenold
Donna Flowers

Annette Ford
Gladys Fuller
Doris M. Gruskin
Thomas W. Gyori
Rosemary Jack
Veronica Jenifer

Joan Kowalewski
Dick & Peg McKinley
E. Delores Register
Michael Sutko
Lois Tyson

The Chicago Sinfonietta Ambassadors program was created to recognize and reward
our loyal subscribers who spread the word about the orchestra.  You can earn free tickets,
seat upgrades, and even a free additional subscription when your friends become
subscribers.  Want to know more? E-mail marketing@chicagosinfonietta.org or call
312.284.1555 to learn how you can become an Ambassador.

North Side Chapter
Dr. Betty Hutchison, Co-Chair
Dr. Peyton Hutchison, Co-Chair

Rochelle Allen
Anna Anthony
Iris Atkins
Joy Boddie
Rita Curry
Robert and Marilyn Day
Sue Irion
Carol Johnson
Arnold and Patricia Lenters
Connie Montgomery
Gregory and Debra Morris
Nailah Muttalib
Barbara Norman
Charles Payne
Judy Petty
Kathleen Tannyhill
Jacqueline Taylor
Janet and Samme Thompson
Beverly Washington

South Side Chapter
Doris Merrity, Chair

Lonnette Alexander
Julie Bargowski
Beulah R. Brooks
Pauline Spicer Brown
Christine Browne
Anna Cannon
Cheri Chappelle
Elise Howard Edmond
Emelda L. Estell
Eileen Foggie
Ellen Gary
Joyce R. Grey
Janice M. Hamasaki
Veronica S. Jenifer
Nekesa Josey
Janis E. Marley
Beatrice W. Miller
Helen P. Moore
Jacqueline L. Moore
Joyce M. Norman
Marcia A. Preston
Gwendolyn Ritchie
Marion E. Roberts
Antoinette Scott
Sharon E. Scott
Joyce Occomy Stricklin
Sheila Tucker

THE FRIENDS GROUPS OF THE CHICAGO SINFONIETTA

The Friends of the Chicago Sinfonietta is made up of three volunteer organizations -
the North, South, and West Side chapters - that promote the Sinfonietta and its mission.
These groups introduce the Sinfonietta to new audiences and seek their involvement as
subscribers, attendees, contributors, and volunteers.  For more information about how
you can become involved, contact the Chicago Sinfonietta at 312.236.3681.
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THE FRIENDS GROUPS OF THE CHICAGO SINFONIETTA

Audrey Tuggle
Linda Tuggle
Elizabeth Wilkins
Rita Wilson
Barbara Wright-Pryor
Aline O. Young

West Side Chapter
Dr. Lascelles Anderson, Chair

Leighton Armah
Barbara Ballinger
Jann Beauchamp
Angela Billings
Ernest & Vanice Billups
Bruce & Faith Bonecutter
Byron T. Broderick
William & Barbara Coates
Bob & Mary Ellen Creighton
Eleanor Dunn

Lorraine Duvalier
Robert Freeman
Flora Green
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CHICAGOCLASSICALMUSIC.ORG

Chicago classical music lovers now have an online community to call their own.
ChicagoClassicalMusic.org, a brand new interactive website, provides an in-depth look
into Chicago’s world of classical music.  The site features blogs from several top classical
organizations (including our own Executive Director, Jim Hirsch), an events calendar,
forums to discuss classical music and the arts, message boards for swapping tickets and
finding ride-shares, and much more.  Plus, community members can post their own arti-
cles and reviews.

ChicagoClassicalMusic.org is co-sponsored by the Chicago Sinfonietta, Music of the
Baroque, The Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Cedille Records, WFMT, Chicago Opera
Theater, Light Opera Works, Fulcrum Point, the Chicago Philharmonic, Chicago Chamber
Musicians, and the Grant Park Music Festival with additional support provided by the
Illinois Arts Council and the Prince Fund.  Become a part of an online community
designed especially for you.


