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PROGRAM NOTES

The music programmed this evening
feels much the same as those lovers,
long separate and now seemingly inter-
twined. When an orchestra can play con-
certi featuring a concert grand piano
and an erhu in the same night, and the
gamelan stylings of a French composer
from the Western cannon can mix with
the deft orchestrations of a living
Canadian-Chinese composer, one has to
wonder how useful or correct it is to
think of the orchestra as an exclusively
“western” ensemble. East and West have
met indeed, and the line between seems,
delightfully, blurry. 

Composer and writer John Glover writes
notes, articles, and online courses for
organizations such as the Los Angeles
Philharmonic, Glimmerglass Opera, the
Chicago Sinfonietta, Carnegie Hall and
Opera America. He has received commis-
sions from organizations including
Glimmerglass Opera, the American
Conservatory Theater, and the Dueck Three
Piano Trio. He currently lives in New York
City.  

Shanbo and an instant friendship ignit-
ed. For the next three years they shared
a dorm room at school and Zhu Yingtai
fell in love with Liang Shanbo. Unable to
reveal her desire, due to her disguise,
she must keep her feelings secret. One
day, Zhu Yingtai recieved a letter from
her father to return home immediately
and the two friends parted. Several
months later Liang Shanbo discovered
the truth of Zhu Yingtai’s gender and
feelings towards him and went to her
home to marry her. He was too late,
however, as she had been betrothed to
another man.  Liang Shanbo, heartbro-
ken, allowed his health to fade as he
lived his life in loneliness. On the day of
Zhu Yingtai’s wedding, strange gusts of
wind prevent the wedding procession
from passing by Liang Shanbo’s grave.
She remained at the grave to pay
respects when suddenly the ground
opened up with a large thunderclap.
She leapt into the grave and their spirits
transformed into a pair of butterflies,
never to be separated again. 
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The Chicago Sinfonietta is supported by grants from the Illinois Department of
Commerce and Economic Opportunity; the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency; the
Wallace Foundation; the Joyce Foundation; the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs
CityArts Program; the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, and other generous
sponsors.  Special thanks to former Senate President, Emil Jones, Jr. and the State of
Illinois for their support.

- Chicago Sinfonietta patrons are invited to enjoy a special $41 three-course
pre-or post-concert dining menu at aria.

– The official hotel sponsor of the Chicago Sinfonietta.  

– Official wine of the Chicago Sinfonietta.

– Parking partner of the Chicago Sinfonietta

The Chicago Sinfonietta is represented by the Silverman Group for public relations services.  

The Sinfonietta thanks Starbucks for the donation of coffee for our Lund Auditorium
concerts.  

THANKS TO THE SAINTS, Volunteers for the Performing Arts.  For information visit
www.saintschicago.org or call 773-529-5510.  
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The Friends of the Chicago Sinfonietta is made up of three volunteer organizations -
the North, South, and West Side chapters - that promote the Sinfonietta and its mission.
These groups introduce the Sinfonietta to new audiences and seek their involvement as
subscribers, attendees, contributors, and volunteers.  For more information about how
you can become involved, contact the Chicago Sinfonietta at 312.236.3681.



CHICAGOCLASSICALMUSIC.ORG

Don’t miss out – visit chicagoclassicalmusic.org today! Highlighting an in-depth,
behind-the-scenes look into Chicago's world of classical music, the site features a
comprehensive events calendar, Hot Deal discounted tickets, blogs and articles writ-
ten by musicians and leaders of top classical organizations in Chicago (including the
Sinfonietta’s own Executive Director, Jim Hirsch), forums to discuss the arts, and
much, much more. Community members (like you!) can create their own user pro-
files, post comments, articles and reviews! 

So get engaged and join Chicago’s classical music online community –
www.chicagoclassicalmusic.org !

Our 27 Participating organizations include Ars Antigua, Ars Viva, Baroque Band, Cedille
Records, Chicago a cappella, Chicago Chamber Musicians, Chicago Cultural Center –
Department of Cultural Affairs, Chicago Opera Theater, Chicago Philharmonic, Chicago
Sinfonietta, Chicago Symphony Orchestra, CUBE, Dominican University Performing Arts
Center, Elmhurst Choral Union, Fulcrum Point New Music Project, Grant Park Music
Festival, Harris Theater for Music and Dance, Light Opera Works, Music in the Loft,  Music
of the Baroque, Newberry Consort, Pick-Staiger Concert Hall, Northwestern University,
Ravinia, Rembrandt Chamber Players, St. Charles Singers, University of Chicago Presents,
and WFMT.

Generous support is provided by the MacArthur Foundation.
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Marcus Promotions offers over
300,000 apparel, premium, and 
promotional items to promote
your company or special event.

Contact Marcus Promotions at 888.376.3700 x109 or email coolstuff@footlights.com.


