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 For Immediate Release  

 
Maestro Paul Freeman and the Chicago Sinfonietta  

Celebrate an Extraordinary  
20th Anniversary Season with Creative Programs 

 

Highlights of 2006-07 Season include… 
World Premieres of Concertino for Cell Phones and Orchestra by David Baker;  

Buffalo Soldiers , composed by James Kimo Williams with text by U.S. General Colin Powell;  
a Remix of Georges Bizet’s Carmen with Poi Dog Pondering;  
plus the Annual Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Concert 

 
April 3, 2006 Ð Known for its daring and innovative repertoire and collaborations, the Chicago 
Sinfonietta, the nationÕs most diverse orchestra, proudly announces a 20th Anniversary season that 
will top all past achievements.  The upcoming yearÕs schedule features the World Premiere of 
Concertino for Cell Phones and Orchestra by David Baker, Van Cliburn Gold Medalist, pianist 
Alexander Kobrin, plus Sphinx Competition winner, violinist Melissa White, October 1 and 2, 2006; 
a performance in conjunction with the Chicago Humanities Festival featuring the World Premiere of 
Buffalo Soldiers composed by James Kimo Williams with lyrics by U.S. General Colin Powell, 
November 7, 2006; the Annual Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., with a collaborative gospel 
choir and an original narrative by Lerone Bennett, Jr., January 14 and 15, 2007; guitar virtuoso 
Christopher Parkening, baritone Jubilant Sykes, organist Stephen Alltop, and the Chicago Youth 
Orchestras, March 18 and 19, 2007; and a reunion with ChicagoÕs Poi Dog Pondering including a 
multi-media version of Georges BizetÕs Carmen, June 4 and 10, 2007.  
 
ÒIn our 20th Anniversary season, we truly believe that we have pushed the envelope and, once again, 
fulfilled our mission to provide bold and exciting symphonic programming to the community,Ó said Jim 
Hirsch, Executive Director of the Chicago Sinfonietta. 
 
With the exception of the November 7 performance, all concerts will be performed twice, once at 
Lund Auditorium at Dominican University (7900 W. Division, River Forest) and once at Orchestra Hall 
(at Symphony Center, 220 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago).  All concerts will be under the baton of 
Maestro Paul Freeman, the SinfoniettaÕs Founding Music Director. 
        

(MORE) 
 



 

 

2006-2007 CHICAGO SINFONIETTA SEASON 
Paul Freeman, Music Director and Conductor 

 

Concert I 
Sunday, October 1, 2006 at 2:30 p.m. (Dominican University) 
Monday, October 2, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. (Orchestra Hall) 
 
World Premiere of Concertino for Cell Phones and Orchestra by David Baker 
 
Special Guests: 
Pianist Alexander Kobrin, Van Cliburn Gold Medalist 
Violinist Melissa White, Sphinx Award Winner 
 
The Chicago Sinfonietta launches its 2006-07 20th Anniversary season with a guest appearance from Van Cliburn 
Gold Medalist, pianist Alexander Kobrin, who will join the Sinfonietta to perform Franz LisztÕs deeply emotional 
Piano Concerto No. 2 in A major.  The Sinfonietta will explore Latino influences with Redes, by revered Mexican 
composer Silvestre Revueltas, who used elements of mestizo culture to create a nationalistic style known for its 
rhythmic variety. Sphinx Competition winner, violinist Melissa White will also join the Sinfonietta in the highly 
romantic Violin Concerto No. 1 in G minor by Max Bruch. The program culminates with the World Premiere 
performance of Concertino for Cell Phones and Orchestra by noted African American composer David Baker.  
Commissioned by the Sinfonietta and Maestro Freeman, this one-of-a-kind performance incorporates audience 
participation.  The concertino will integrate cell phone rings into the score, creating an original work that will never be 
forgotten!  This concert is sponsored by Bettiann Gardner and WFMT. 
 
Concert II 
Tuesday, November 7, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. (Orchestra Hall) 
 
World Premiere of Buffal o Soldiers composed by James Kimo Williams  
 
The Chicago Sinfonietta and the Chicago Humanities Festival will collaborate to present a concert in honor of this 
yearÕs festival theme, Peace and War.  The Sinfonietta will begin the concert with the World Premiere of the definitive 
version of Buffalo Soldiers, created in honor of the famed all-black regiments who served in the Civil War.   War 
veteran and Columbia College professor James Kimo Williams composed this work, with text by General Colin 
Powell.  Joined by contralto-soprano Gwendolyn Brown and the Northern Illinois University and Elmhurst 
Concert Choirs, the Chicago Sinfonietta will conclude the concert with Sergei ProkofievÕs powerful and monumental 
Alexander Nevsky that was commissioned for the 1939 film of the same name.  
 
"I've always admired the Sinfonietta and their mission.  When we came up with the concept of Peace and War, we 
approached the Sinfonietta because we knew they'd be able to capture the artistic expression of this theme.  We're 
thrilled to be partnering with the Sinfonietta, and honored to be a part of their season," said Peter Kuntz, Managing 
Director, Program and Production, Chicago Humanities Festival. 
 
Concert III  
Annual Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Concert 
Sunday, January 14, 2007 at 2:30 p.m. (Dominican University) 
Monday, January 15, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. (Orchestra Hall) 
  
Special Guests: 
Combined choirs of Apostolic Church of God and The Moody Church  
 
The Chicago Sinfonietta continues its 2006-07 season with its popular Annual Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Concert.  The performance will begin with the intensely beautiful Adagietto from Symphony No. 5 by composer 
Gustav Mahler.  In true collaborative form, the Sinfonietta has commissioned an original narrative entitled ÒMartin, 
Coretta, and Rosa: A Tribute in Words and MusicÓ with text by Lerone Bennett, Jr.  This annual tribute will end with 
a blockbuster finale as the Sinfonietta and a massive choir comprised of members of the Apostolic Church of God 
and The Moody Church join together in performing gospel and other religious music.   

(MORE) 



 

 

 
Concert IV 
Sunday, March 18, 2007 at 2:30 p.m. (Dominican University) 
Monday, March 19, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. (Orchestra Hall) 
 
Special Guests: 
Christopher Parkening, Guitar 
Jubilant Sykes, Baritone 
Steven Alltop, Organ 
Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestras 
 
The Chicago Sinfonietta begins the fourth concert in its 20th Anniversary season with three Shaker songs:  At The 
River, Simple Gifts, and Bought Me A Cat arranged by the great American composer Aaron Copland. This piece will 
feature classical soloist, baritone Jubilant Sykes.  Also joining the Sinfonietta will be classical guitar virtuoso 
Christopher Parkening performing Elmer BernsteinÕs Concerto for Guitar and Orchestra.   Guitarist Christopher 
Parkening and baritone Jubilant Sykes will join together to perform two Negro spirituals, Sometimes I feel like a 
Motherless Child and HeÕs Got the Whole World in His Hands.  The concert finale will highlight organist Steven 
Alltop as he joins the Sinfonietta in Saint-SaensÕ bold Symphony No. 3 in C minor, ÒOrgan Symphony.Ó  Also 
performing will be members of the Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestras. 
 
Concert V 
Monday, June 4, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. (Orchestra Hall) 
Sunday, June 10, 2007 at 2:30 p.m. (Dominican University)  
 
Special Guests: 
Poi Dog Pondering (PDP) 
 
Concluding the 2006-07 season, the Chicago Sinfonietta will perform selections from the ever popular opera, 
Carmen by Georges Bizet, in its original form.  In the concert finale, the Sinfonietta will reunite with Chicago 
alternative rockers Poi Dog Pondering (PdP) for Carmen Remixed, a reinterpretation of the traditional score 
including never-before-seen video created by Frank Orrall.  PdP performed Remix on Themes from DvorakÕs New 
World Symphony with special visual effects to a sold-out house at Orchestra Hall during its 2004-2005 season.  This 
concert is sponsored by Chase and WXRT. 
 
2006-07 season subscriptions are now available. Four- and three-show passes are also offered, allowing guests the 
flexibility to choose which concerts theyÕd like to attend.  Single tickets will be available also, with prices ranging $25 - 
$90 for concerts at Orchestra Hall, and $25 - $38 for concerts at Lund Auditorium, with special pricing for students.  
For more information or to purchase subscriptions, please call the Box Office at 312-236-3681 x 2.  
 
About the Chicago Sinfonietta:  Celebrating 20 years of creative programming, the Chicago Sinfonietta shatters 
traditional boundaries through its repertoire and collaborations, creating synergies between classical, dance, theater 
and other musical styles including gospel, rock, and World music. Founded in 1987 by Music Director Paul Freeman 
under the mission of Musical Excellence Through Diversityª, the Sinfonietta is Chicago's premier mid-size 
professional orchestra and serves as a cultural crossroads, featuring talented soloists, composers and musicians of 
color.   
 
The Chicago Sinfonietta is proudly sponsored by American Airlines Ð Exclusive Airline of the Chicago Sinfonietta; 
ABC7; the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency; The Chicago Defender; WFMT; Conscious Choice; the City of 
Chicago Department of Cultural AffairsÕ CityArts Grant program; Chicago Public Radio 91.5 FM; the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity; The Joyce Foundation; The Chicago Community Trust; The 
Alphawood Foundation; the Fairmont Hotel-Official Hotel of the Chicago Sinfonietta; Aria-Official Restaurant of the 
Chicago Sinfonietta; NÕDigo; and many other generous contributors.  
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